What happens if you don’t make a will?
If you don’t make a will, a set of rules called the Intestacy Rules direct who inherits your estate after your death.
You may be surprised to learn that cohabitees and step-relationships are not provided for at all under the rules: making a will is the only way to ensure such loved ones will
benefit. Even if the intestacy rules do leave your estate to the people you wish to benefit, you should still consider making a will. A will puts your particular wishes on record,
which can reduce the risk of the distribution of your estate being challenged by any disgruntled beneficiaries who believe they were entitled to more than they received. Making
a will can also make the process of administering your estate quicker, and potentially cheaper, than an “intestate” estate where the deceased didn’t leave a will.
Follow the flowcharts below to find out how the Intestacy Rules would apply to your estate.

If you are not married:
START HERE

If you are married:
START HERE

Yes

Do you have children?
Yes

Your spouse gets your
personal possessions, the
first £270,000 and one half
of the rest of your estate.
Your children* share the
other half equally.

Do you have children?

Your children* share everything equally.

No

Your relations are prioritised to inherit as
follows:
1. Your parents inherit equally if they are
both alive, the survivor inherits everything if
not.
2. Your siblings* are next. Full siblings take
first, but if there are none then, and only
then, half-siblings* inherit.
3. If no parents or siblings survive you, your
grandparents are next entitled.
4. If none of the above are living then your
aunts* and uncles* are next.

Do you have any of the following
relations:
parents, siblings, grandparents,
aunts and uncles?

No

Your spouse inherits
everything.

Yes

No
Your estate passes to the Crown.

All references to marriage and spouses apply equally to civil partnerships and civil partners. All references to children include illegitimate children and adopted children, but it
does not include step-children. Wherever you see an asterisk (*) after a relationship it means that if that person dies before you then their children would usually inherit their
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share of your estate in their parent’s place.

